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Brussels’ Declaration
“The Future of Parliamentary Involvement in Global Health and Development”
20 October 2008

We, Parliamentarians from European countries and the European Parliament, participants of
the Conference “The Future of Parliamentary Involvement in Global Health and Development”
held in Brussels on the 20 October 2008, commit ourselves to provide political leadership on a
national, European and international level to Global Health and Development in order to
improve the wellbeing of the millions of people, and to hold ourselves accountable to our
commitments in a transparent and responsible manner. Our aim was to agree on concrete,
realistic and measurable recommendations addressing the development needs of developing
countries, particularly Africa, with a specific focus on HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and
sexual and reproductive health and rights, in the context of development aid. 2008 is a critical
year and without extraordinary efforts we risk failing to achieve the MDGs.

I. Europe’s responsibilities as the world’s largest donor and international
commitments

1) Europe is the largest donor to official development aid (ODA), accounting for nearly 70% of
the US$ 117 Billion ODA in the world (EU Members States accounting for 54%, the European
Commission accounting for 10% and other European donors accounting for 5%o).

2) We welcome the many recent renewed commitments towards international development
and global health in particular at UN, G8 and EU levels, namely:

- The outcomes of the United Nations General Assembly High Level Meeting on
HIV/AIDS held in New York in June 2008 and the United Nations High-Level Event on
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) held in New York on 25 September 2008,
announcing new commitments to meet the Millennium Development Goals.

- The G8 health-related commitments in the G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit Leaders
Declaration in July 2008 reaffirming US$ 60 billion for aid to Africa to fight infectious
diseases, strengthening health systems, and working towards the goal of universal
access to HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria prevention, treatment and care by 2010
and to support MDG 4 and 5 via a comprehensive approach to reducing maternal and
newborn mortality;

- The EU MDG Action Plan agreed in June 2008 and calling for speeding up achievement
of the MDGs and delivering on pledges for increased ODA by the European Union.

3) We welcome increasing European leadership and support towards new and emerging global
health funding mechanisms, namely:

- The financial commitments to the Global Fund to fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria,
European Donors made during the Global Fund Replenishment Conference, the largest
exercise ever in financing global health, held in Germany in September 2007;

- The support of many European donors to technical partners and for the International
Partnership for Global Health which aims to strengthen the health system in recipient
countries;

- The establishment of new financing mechanisms and initiatives such as Unitaid, Debt2
Health, Providing4health or Affordable Medicine Facility for malaria, offering a unique
opportunity to provide stable and predictable resources for health in a coordinated
manner.
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4) As European Governments affirm their commitment for continued support in global health
and development, we remain concerned that these commitments are not translated into
practice as EU ODA decreased by €1.6 billion in 2007. It is therefore our responsibility as
Parliamentarians to ensure continued European support and leadership on global health ODA.

. Recommendations for Parliamentary Actions in Global Health and
Development

As representatives of the people at national and European level, and specifically taxpayers
who provide public funds for official development aid to global health initiatives,
Parliamentarians recognise the unique responsibilities which rest on their shoulders to provide
the necessary impetus to meet global health and development commitments.

As legislators, Parliamentarians should:

- Examine their respective legislative framework and propose/initiate changes to adapt
development and budgetary policies and practices to the emerging global health
architecture;

- Initiate and establish policy bases for decisive Government action in specific areas of
global health in addressing global pandemics and which will contribute to reaching the
MDGs;

- Enhance cooperation and exchange information between European parliamentary
groups and parliamentary groups of developing countries to undertake all necessary
steps within their authority to improve sexual and reproductive health and rights
policies.

In their government oversight function, Parliamentarians should:

- Hold government leaders and the European Commission to account on their
international commitments to global health and development aid, for example, by
outlining concrete steps and timeframe to be taken to deliver on financial
commitments;

- Establish top level government leadership at Ministerial level on development aid and
global health in particular;

- Establish dialogue between parliamentary structures and the leadership and
governance of new and emerging global health mechanisms and strengthen oversight
of European representation within these global health mechanisms.

Within their budgetary influence, Parliamentarians should:

- Advocate for a strong support to the new financing mechanisms aiming to mobilise
additional resources for global health and increased programming for sexual and
reproductive health and rights in our development policies;

- Encourage open debate about the benefits of investing in international development
and global health within Parliament and with government Ministers so as to ensure
continued high levels of global health aid, particularly in economically troubled times,
conflict situations and humanitarian crises.

- Endorse Parliamentary commitment to allocate 10% ODA for population assistance,
and look towards broader goal for global health.
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As community leaders and public figures, Parliamentarians should:
- Systematically organise hearings on the implementation of the MDGs in Parliament;

- Introduce parliamentary resolutions reaffirming support for, and solidarity with world’s
most vulnerable people;

- Engage partner organisations to join in mobilising constituents, the media and civil
society representatives on global health and development challenges;

- Take part in government and European Commission’s consultations surrounding
Financing for Development and more generally to be included on all relevant
delegations for UN/Health/Women-related International conferences and sessions.

We, the signatories Parliamentarians, invite other Parliaments in Europe to use this conference
as a starting point for the establishment of an ongoing policy dialogue on global health and
development. This will contribute to an ongoing oversight of the implementation of
commitments and will hold governments and the European Commission accountable to the
promises they have made.

This declaration shall be forwarded to the Presidents of Parliaments in Europe to serve as a
blue print for further concerted action on global health and development, emphasising the
positive role Parliamentary structures and Parliamentarians may initiate in order to ensure that
global health and development remain on the agenda.
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Signatory Parliamentarians:

1 Hon. Karen Avagyan, MP (Armenia)

2 Hon. Rabiyyat Aslanova, MP (Azerbaijan)

3 Hon. Azay Guliyev, MP (Azerbaijan)

4. Hon. Musa Guliyev, MP (Azerbaijan)
5. Hon. Gultekin Hacibeyli, MP (Azerbaijan)
6
7
8
9

Hon. Malahat Ibrahimgizi, MP (Azerbaijan)
Hon. Ilham Mammadov, MP (Azerbaijan)
Hon. Fuad Muradov, MP (Azerbaijan)
. Hon. Nasib Nasibli, MP (Azerbaijan)

10. Senator Sabine de Bethune (Belgium)

11. Hon. Philippe Busquin, MEP (Belgium)

12. Senator Jean Cornil (Belgium)

13. Senator Pol van Den Driessche (Belgium)

14. Senator Alain Destexhe (Belgium)

15. Senator Vera Dua (Belgium)

16. Hon. Katia Della Faille, MP (Belgium)

17. Hon. Alain Hutchinson, MEP (Belgium)

18. Senator Patrik van Krunkelsven (Belgium)

19. Hon. Karine Lalieux, MP (Belgium)

20. Hon. Anne van Lancker, MEP (Belgium)

21. Senator Philippe Mahoux (Belgium)

22. Senator Els Schelfhout (Belgium)

23. Senator Marleen Temmerman (Belgium)

24. Hon. Bart Tommelein, MP (Belgium)

25. Hon. Hilde Vautmans, MP (Belgium)

26. Hon. Petar Micic, MP (Bosnia and Herzegovina)

27. Hon. Kirsten Brosbol, MP (Denmark)

28. Hon. Lone Dybkjaer, MP (Denmark)

29. Hon. Sophie Haestorp Andersen, MP (Denmark)
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Hon. Karen Johanne Klint, MP (Denmark)
Hon. Janina Andersson, MP (Finland)
Hon. Satu Hassi, MEP (Finland)

Hon. Heli Jarvinen, MP (Finland)

Hon. Sirpa Pietikainen, MEP (Finland)
Hon. Minna Sirnd, MP (Finland)

Hon. Oras Tynkkynen, MP (Finland)

Hon. Patricia Adam, MP (France)
Senator Michéle André (France)

Hon. Kader Arif, MEP (France)

Hon. Gérard Bapt, MP (France)

Senator Marie Christine Blandin (France)
Senator Maryvonne Blondin (France)
Senator Nicole Bonnefoy (France)

Hon. Marie Odile Bouille, MP (France)
Hon. Christophe Bouillon, MP (France)
Hon. Monique Boulestin, MP (France)
Hon. Pierre Bourguignon, MP (France)
Senator Bernadette Bourzai (France)
Hon. Danielle Bousquet, MP (France)
Hon. Jéréme Cahuzac, MP (France)

Hon. Martine Carillon-Couvreur, MP (France)
Senator Francgoise Cartron (France)

Hon. Marie-Arlette Carlotti, MEP (France)
Senator Monique Cerisier Ben Guiga (France)
Senator Jacqueline Cheve (France)

Hon. Jean-Michel Clément, MP (France)
Hon. Marie-Francoise Clergeau, MP (France)
Hon. Catherine Coutelle, MP (France)
Hon. Pascale Crozon, MP (France)
Senator Yves Daudigny (France)

Hon. Pascal Deguilhem, MP (France)
Hon. Marie-Hélene Descamps, MEP (France)
Hon. Jean Pierre Dufau, MP (France)
Hon. Jean Paul Dupré, MP (France)

Hon. Corinne Erhel, MP (France)

Hon. Valérie Fourneyron, MP (France)
Senator Bernard Frimat (France)

Hon. Jean Louis Gagnaire, MP (France)
Hon. Geneviéve Gaillard, MP (France)
Hon. Michel Issindou, MP (France)
Senator Annie Jarraud-Vergnolle (France)
Senator Virgine Kles (France)

Hon. Jean Pierre Kucheida, MP (France)
Senator Serge Lagauche (France)

Hon. Alain Lamassoure, MEP (France)
Hon. Jean Yves Le Deaut, MP (France)
Hon. Annick Le Loch, MP (France)
Senator Claudine Lepage (France)

Hon. Bernard Lesterlin, MP (France)
Senator Claude Lise (France)

Hon. Francois Loncle, MP (France)
Senator Frangois Marc (France)

Hon. Martine Martinel, MP (France)

Hon. Véronique Mathieu, MEP (France)
Hon. Gilbert Mathon, MP (France)
Senator Robert Navarro (France)
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Hon. Alain Néri, MP (France)

Hon. Jean Luc Pérat, MP (France)

Senator Bernard Piras (France)

Senator Daniel Raoul (France)

Hon. Dominique Raimbourg, MP (France)
Hon. Chantal Robin-Rodrigo, MP (France)
Hon. Bernard Roman, MP (France)

Hon. Tokia Saifi, MP (France)

Hon. Pierre Schapira, MEP (France)

Hon. Christophe Sirugue, MP (France)
Senator Simon Sutour (France)

Hon. Jacques Toubon, MP (France)

Hon. Philippe Tourtelier, MP (France)

Hon. André Vezinhet, MP (France)
Senator Richard Yung (France)

Hon. George Tsereteli, MP (Georgia)

Hon. Antje Blumenthal, MP (Germany)
Hon. Angelika Graf, MP (Germany)

Hon. Caren Marks, MP (Germany)

Hon. Irmingad Schewe-Gerigk, MP (Germany)
Hon. Kirsten Tackmann, MP (Germany)
Hon. Vittorio Agnoletto, MEP (Italy)

Hon. Luisa Morgantini, MEP (ltaly)

Hon. Chantal Gill'ard, MP (Netherlands)
Hon. Janneke Schermers, MP (Netherlands)
Senator Zdzislawa Janowska (Poland)
Hon. Ana Gomes, MEP (Portugal)

Senator Dan Sabau (Romania)

Senator Elvira Velasco Morillo (Spain)
Hon. Carina Hagg, MP (Sweden)

Hon. Cecilia Wikstrém, MP (Sweden)

Hon. Josiane Aubert, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Marlies Banziger, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Daniel Brelaz, MP (Switzerland)

Hon. Ignacio Cassis, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. André Daguet, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Hildegard Fassler, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Jacqueline Fehr, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Mario Fehr, MP (Switzerland)

Hon. Thérése Frosch, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Yvonne Gilli, MP (Switzerland)

Hon. Bastien Girod, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Christine Goll, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Maya Graf, MP (Switzerland)

Hon. Alec von Graffenried, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Bea Heim, MP (Switzerland)

Hon. Antonio Hodgers, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Francine John Calame, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Daniel Jositsch, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Anita Lachenmeier, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Josef Lang, MP (Switzerland)

Hon. Ueli Leuenberger, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Ricardo Lumengo, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Christa Markwalder Bar, MP (Switzerland)
Hon. Ada Marra, MP (Switzerland)

Hon. Tiana Moser, MP (Switzerland)

Hon. Geri Miller, MP (Switzerland)
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Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Katharina Prelicz-Huber, MP (Switzerland)
Ruedi Rechsteiner, MP (Switzerland)
Stéphane Rossini, MP (Switzerland)
Maria Roth-Bernasconi, MP (Switzerland)
Silvia Schenker, MP (Switzerland)
Jean-Francois Steiert, MP (Switzerland)
Franziska Teuscher, MP (Switzerland)
Anita Thanei, MP (Switzerland)

Adéle Thorens Goumez, MP (Switzerland)
Andi Tschumperlin, MP (Switzerland)
Daniel Vischer, MP (Switzerland)
Marie-Thérése Weber-Gobet, MP (Switzerland)
Thomas Weibeln, MP (Switzerland)

Hans Widmer, MP (Switzerland)

Erbatur Gaye, MP (Turkey)

David Borrow, MP (UK)

Lynn Brown, MP (UK)

Bairbre de Brun, MEP (UK)

Robert Evans, MEP (UK)

Paul Flynn, MP (UK)

Neil Gerrard, MP (UK)

Sandra Gidley, MP (UK)

Lord Joffe (UK)

Hon.
Hon.

Martyn Jones, MP (UK)
Glenys Kinnock, MEP (UK)

Lord Lea (UK)

Hon.

Judy Mallaber, MP (UK)

Baroness Doreen Massey (UK)

Hon.
Hon.

Christine McCafferty, MP (UK)
Sandra Osborne, MP (UK)

Lord Patel (UK)

Lord Rea (UK)
Baroness Tonge (UK)
Lord Watson (UK)



