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Fifth IHP+ Country Health Teams Meeting 

 Aligning for better results in changing environments 
2-5 December 2014, Sokha Angkor Resort, Siem Reap, Cambodia 

 

DESCRIPTION OF PARALLEL SESSIONS FOR SESSION 4: DEVELOPMENT 

COOPERATION IN DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENTS 

Wednesday 3 December, 16.00 to 17.30  

 

Session 4a) Effective development cooperation in a world of targeted funding  

A large share of international funding for health is targeted: to specific diseases, particularly AIDS, TB 

and malaria and also recently to Ebola; to specific interventions (notably immunization and family 

planning); or to target groups, with new initiatives recently that focus on maternal and child health.  

This partly reflects the MDGs and also interest in demonstrating results. Meanwhile the agenda for 

effective development cooperation promotes support for national priorities, strengthening and 

using country systems, and mutual accountability.  

This session will have a panel of countries and development partners. It will explore how these 

agendas fit together: how to reconcile targeted funding mechanisms with overall sector priorities 

and commitments to increase use of national systems.  

 

Session 4b) Fragile States: what are the priorities for effective cooperation in health?  

Some IHP+ countries are facing particularly difficult conditions – for example due to recent or 

continuing conflict, natural disasters or political instability and poor governance. The terms fragile 

states, states in transition from fragile situations or challenging operating environments have been 

used to refer to these. The aim of this session is to consider whether the priorities and needs for 

effective development cooperation are different in these settings than in more stable countries. It 

will also consider how the New Deal approach to making cooperation more effective applies in 

health.  

The session will include presentations from countries that have faced immensely difficult conditions 

in recent decades, to look at how they have tried to ensure harmonization of development 

cooperation, and what has worked well in their experience. One development partner will discuss 

the challenges from their perspective of providing development cooperation in fragile contexts. The 

discussion will consider whether particular elements of effective cooperation are priorities in such 

situations, and whether there are further tools or approaches that should be developed to facilitate 

more effective cooperation.  
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Session 4c) Middle Income Countries (MICs): how does development cooperation in 

health change? What are the priorities for effective cooperation?  

An increasing number of IHP+ signatory countries are classified as middle income countries (MICs), 

and others are well on the way. Reaching MIC status affects the types and levels of development 

cooperation available, as well as having other implications for funding health services. This session 

will draw on the experience of countries that have been MICs for some time, to look at what has 

changed in development cooperation and how they have adapted. Development partners will 

comment on how their policies can support this transition. The session will discuss how countries 

can prepare for the transition to MIC status and how partnerships need to evolve in response. 

 

Session 4d) Results based funding and effective cooperation: some country perspectives  

Various forms of results based funding (RBF) are a feature of recent development cooperation in 

health. This session will consider two types of RBF: 

a) Performance based funding (PBF) where funding is provided (often as a bonus) depending on 
facility or individual performance, usually at the level of community services, health facilities and 
districts. It aims to change the incentives facing individual providers and supervisors.  

b) Payment for results (P4R) (or cash on delivery) where international funding is released to the 
country recipient based on reaching agreed targets (usually at national level). It aims to keep the 
focus on achieving results and means the funder should get less engaged in the details of how 
budgets are allocated and used.     
 

The session will address the challenges and opportunities these RBF approaches bring for effective 

development cooperation. Three countries will share their experience and consider how much the 

RBF has supported national strategies and used existing targets, indicators and reporting systems. 

The challenges of managing several RBF schemes with different systems and scope for integration 

will also be explored.  The discussion will consider how to make the most of the opportunities that 

each type of RBF provides to improve development cooperation and strengthen country systems. 


