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Fifth IHP+ Country Health Teams Meeting 

 Aligning for better results in changing environments 
2-5 December 2014, Sokha Angkor Resort, Siem Reap, Cambodia 

 

DESCRIPTION OF PARALLEL SESSIONS FOR SESSION 7: 
TOOLS AND APPROACHES FOR EFFECTIVE COOPERATION 

Thursday 4 December, 11.00 to 12.30  

 

Session 7a) Experience with Joint Annual Reviews  

Joint Annual Reviews (JAR) of sector performance has been used by a number of countries since the 

mid 1990's. IHP+ recently did a review of the considerable and varied experience, and based on this 

developed an approach paper on options for how to conduct a JAR. Based on this, the session will 

present an overview of the role and use of JAR as part of countries' overall information and 

accountability system; followed by four country presentations exploring key issues; and ending with 

a plenary discussion. The aim of the session is to share lessons learned on JARs. 

 

Session 7b) Experience with joint financial management assessments and arrangements 

Several countries have conducted joint Financial Management (FM) assessments (with IHP support). 

The aims are to reduce transaction costs by merging multiple agency FM assessments into one, and 

to agree on a common plan for strengthening the public FM system.  Ultimately the goal is to have 

partners using the government FM systems, with agreement on how the harmonized or aligned FM 

systems will operate, often set out in specific Joint Fiduciary Arrangements. The aim of this session is 

to share the experience and lessons learned in this area, and also to generate demand from more 

countries for such a joint approach in the health sector. 

 

Session 7c) Procurement and supply management: progress, priorities 

Procurement and supply management (PSM) are critical functions in the health sector, to ensure 

medicines, other health commodities, supplies and equipment are available when needed. 

Strengthening and using national PSM systems has formed part of the aid effectiveness agenda for 

many years, but remains one of the most challenging areas to make progress. This session will look 

at country experience with increasing use of national procurement systems and with harmonisation 

of supply chains. It will also review the rationale for global procurement mechanisms. The discussion 

will aim to identify priorities for action to take forward this agenda.  

 



 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 7d) South-South Cooperation: achievements, challenges, priorities for post 2015 

South-South Cooperation (SSC) and Triangular Cooperation (TrC) are receiving increasing attention 

as the development cooperation landscape evolves. Increased international engagement on health 

of middle income countries such as China and Brazil, and the willingness of traditional donors to 

support knowledge exchange across countries suggest that this is a growing feature of cooperation. 

Yet a recent study commissioned by IHP+1 found that these forms of cooperation are not well 

documented nor widely known the health sector.  This session will review the key findings of the 

recent study; hear from countries about their lessons from recent SSC and TrC, and from partners 

that provide SSC and fund TrC. The discussion will aim to identify lessons for how to manage SSC and 

TrC and priorities for action to improve the effectiveness of this form of development cooperation.    

                                                
1 IHP+/Hera report “South-South and Triangular Cooperation in Health: Current status and trends,  
Summary of findings from an analysis undertaken on behalf of IHP+”, WHO, 2014. Available online at: 
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/what_we_do/ihp_south_so

uth_and_triangular_cooperation_in_health.pdf  

http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/what_we_do/ihp_south_south_and_triangular_cooperation_in_health.pdf
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/what_we_do/ihp_south_south_and_triangular_cooperation_in_health.pdf

