
Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being 
for all at all ages



VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEWS

COUNTRY REPORTING ON UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE

24. Accelerate efforts towards the achievement of universal health coverage by 2030 to ensure healthy lives
and promote well-being for all throughout the life course, and in this regard re-emphasize our resolve:

(a) To progressively cover 1 billion additional people by 2023 with quality essential health services
and quality, safe, effective, affordable and essential medicines, vaccines, diagnostics and health
technologies, with a view to covering all people by 2030;

(b) To stop the rise and reverse the trend of catastrophic out-of-pocket health expenditure by
providing measures to ensure financial risk protection and eliminate impoverishment due to health-related
expenses by 2030, with special emphasis on the poor as well as those who are vulnerable or in
vulnerable situations;

A/RES/74/2

https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/2


SDG TARGET 3.8 
Achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk protection, access to quality 
essential health-care services and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable 
essential medicines and vaccines for all.

• Indicator 3.8.1: Coverage of essential health services

• Indicator 3.8.2: Proportion of population with large household expenditures on 
health as a share of total household expenditure or income



SERVICE COVERAGE

UHC service coverage 
index (SCI) combines 
14 tracer indicators of 
service coverage into a 
single summary 
measure.



The UHC SCI improved from 2000 to 
2019 in all WHO regions and World 
Bank income groups



Significant health gains accompanied improvements in worldwide service coverage over the last two decades. Global
average life expectancy at birth increased from 66.8 years in 2000 to 73.3 years in 2019. The UHC service coverage index
(SCI) increased from 45 to 68 (out of 100) over the same period. Between 2000 and 2019, the African Region had the fastest
growth in both measures with an increase of 22 index points in the UHC SCI and a gain of 11.7 years of life expectancy.



FINANCIAL PROTECTION

Two thresholds are used to 

define large household 

expenditure on health: 

• Greater than 10% of total 

household expenditure or income

• Greater than 25% of total 

household expenditure or income



While service coverage has improved in the last 20 years, the proportion of people facing financial hardship due to out-of-
pocket health spending has increased. With rising poverty and shrinking incomes resulting from the current global
economic recession and health systems struggling to provide continuity of health services, the COVID-19 pandemic is
likely to halt the progress made towards universal health coverage, particularly among disadvantaged populations.













WHO has dedicated staff working in 152 country offices. These country teams advise ministries of health and

other sectors on public health issues and provide support to plan, implement and monitor health programmes.

More information on country offices (by region): AFRICA / AMERICAS / SE ASIA / EUROPE / E. MEDITERRANEAN / W. PACIFIC

https://www.afro.who.int/countries
https://www.paho.org/en/countries-and-centers
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/about/contact
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries
https://www.emro.who.int/countries.html
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/about/where-we-work


GLOBAL HEALTH OBSERVATORYGLOBAL HEALTH OBSERVATORY
Monitoring health for the SDGs

Click
here

https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/sustainable-development-goals?lang=en

